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The Dutch 
peatlands

› 9% of the Netherlands 
contains organic soils

› Land use is mostly grassland
and dairy farming

› Currently ~5.6 Mton CO2 yr-1

emission (Ruyssenaars et al., 
2020)

› National climate law and 
climate agreement: reduction
of 1 Mton CO2eq yr-1 in 2030

Peat soils

Peaty soils

Burried peats
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VIPNL
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➢ Veenweiden Innovatieprogramma Nederland (VIPNL), 
National innovation program for peatlands 

➢ Fragmented research 

➢ Initiative from Frank Lenssinck (director VIC), Roel van 
Gerwen (director IPV) en people from Friesland

➢ 6 studies towards knowledge gapes  



VIPNL
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➢ Research agenda is determined on national level



4 categories started in 2022

Clay in peat

Paludiculture

Dairy farming at high groundwater level

Sphagnum farming

1. fieldlab Groningen

2. fieldlab Friesland

3. fieldlab Overijssel

4. Fiedlab Noord-
Holland

& Zuid-Holland

5. Fieldlab Utrecht



VIPNL
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➢ National consortium on category level 

➢ National coordinator for every category

➢ Every field lab can decide if they are interested or not

➢ The contribution of the ministry is 62,5%

➢ Research is for 3 or 4 years
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